








Chapter 3 — Existing Transportation Inventories Other Transportation

School Buses

The Louisa County School Department operates 91 buses daily to take students to and from their homes. Buses are on
the roads during the morning “rush hour” and again in early to mid-afternoon. About 85 percent of all students ride the
bus, while the remainder are driven to school by family or drive themselves. School bus drivers are required to pick up
and drop off students at their driveways; the only exceptions are for gated communities, where students must walk or
get a ride to the main entrance.

Because buses deliver students to and from their homes, bus drivers have to stop in the road frequently. Most roads in
the County have two lanes and no shoulder, so there is no way for other drivers to pass the buses. On some roads, this
creates significant traffic back-ups, notably during a brief period in the afternoon on Route 22 between the towns of
Louisa and Mineral. Another source of traffic delays is at Six-O-Five Village, a large residential community near Routes 33
and 605. The gated communities, including Spring Creek, Windwood Coves and Blue Ridge Shores, are among the few
places where there is enough space for drivers to pull completely off the roadway while picking up passengers.

Most of the more recently built subdivisions have wide enough roadways to enable buses to turn down them and turn
around. But while the number of these subdivisions in the County is growing, many other homes in Louisa have frontage
on busier roads with through traffic.

The new Moss-Nuckols School, located on busy Route 208 near Ferncliff, will create a new transportation challenge. The
speed limit on the stretch of road closest to the school, previously 55 miles per hour, will be reduced dramatically. The
three existing elementary schools also have low speed zones, and two (Trevilians and Jefferson schools) are on primary
roads.

Other new development in the County will also have an impact on bus travel times. Bus drivers picking up students in
the Zion Crossroads area have noted additional travel times of several minutes as a result of new traffic signals and a
higher number of vehicles.

Moss-Nuckols Elementary School:

Located on Rte 208, Courthouse Road, the new Moss-

; ) z Nuckols Elementary School is scheduled to open at the

‘ = beginning of the 2010/2011 school year. The new school
will introduce additional traffic from parents, buses and
employees entering and leaving the site. At its capacity,
the school is designed to house up to 800 students.
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